
Architectural Terms & Definitions

A  G U I D E  T O  P O P U L A R  E X T E R I O R  H O M E  S T Y L E S

GABLED ROOFGABLED ROOF LOW-PITCHED ROOFLOW-PITCHED ROOF STEEP  P ITCHED ROOFSTEEP  P ITCHED ROOF

H O M E  •  E X T E R I O R S

A  S H A R P L Y  A N G L E D  R O O F ,

W A T E R  R U N S  O F F  E A S I L Y ,

G R E A T  F O R  S N O W Y

C L I M A T E S  ( T U D O R ,  C A P E

C O D ) .

A  R O O F  T H A T ’ S  N O T  V E R Y

S T E E P — C L O S E R  T O  F L A T .

F O U N D  I N  C R A F T S M A N

A N D  R A N C H  H O M E S .

A  P I T C H E D  R O O F  W I T H

T W O  S L O P I N G  S I D E S

F O R M I N G  A  T R I A N G L E ,

( C R A F T S M A N ,  T U D O R ,  A N D

F A R M H O U S E  S T Y L E S ) .

ASYMMETR ICAL  LAYOUTASYMMETR ICAL  LAYOUT SYMMETR ICAL  FACADESYMMETR ICAL  FACADE CLAPBOARD S ID INGCLAPBOARD S ID ING

L O N G ,  N A R R O W  W O O D E N

B O A R D S  O V E R L A P P I N G

H O R I Z O N T A L L Y  O N

E X T E R I O R  W A L L S ,

T Y P I C A L  O F  C O L O N I A L

A N D  C A P E  C O D  H O M E S .

T H E  H O U S E  F E A T U R E S  A

S Y M M E T R I C A L  F R O N T

W I T H  B A L A N C E D

W I N D O W S  A N D  L A Y O U T

O N  E I T H E R  S I D E  O F  T H E

( C O L O N I A L ,  C A P E  C O D )

A  L A Y O U T  T H A T ’ S

P U R P O S E L Y  N O T

M I R R O R E D — A D D S  V I S U A L

I N T E R E S T  ( V I C T O R I A N ,

S P L I T - L E V E L ,

C O N T E M P O R A R Y ) .

DORMERSDORMERS STAGGERED LEVELSSTAGGERED LEVELS HALF-T IMBER FRAMINGHALF-T IMBER FRAMING

V I S I B L E  W O O D E N

F R A M E W O R K  W I T H

P L A S T E R  O R  B R I C K

B E T W E E N  T H E  T I M B E R S —

C L A S S I C  T U D O R  S T Y L E .

A  F L O O R  P L A N  W H E R E

D I F F E R E N T  P A R T S  O F  T H E

H O U S E  A R E  O N  D I F F E R E N T

L E V E L S — L I K E  I N  A  S P L I T -

L E V E L  H O M E .

C H A R M I N G  S M A L L  R O O F E D

S T R U C T U R E S  W I T H

W I N D O W S  T H A T  E X T E N D

F R O M  P I T C H E D  R O O F S ,

A D D I N G  A T T I C  S P A C E

( C A P E  C O D ) .

VERT ICAL  S ID INGVERT ICAL  S ID ING STUCCO WALLSSTUCCO WALLS

A  T E X T U R E D  P L A S T E R

F I N I S H  U S E D  O N  E X T E R I O R

W A L L S — E S P E C I A L L Y

P O P U L A R  I N

M E D I T E R R A N E A N  H O M E S .

B O A R D S  T H A T  R U N

V E R T I C A L L Y  I N S T E A D  O F

H O R I Z O N T A L L Y ,  G I V I N G  A

M O D E R N  O R  F A R M H O U S E

L O O K .

EXPOSED RAFTERSEXPOSED RAFTERS

V I S I B L E  R O O F  B E A M S

U N D E R  T H E  O V E R H A N G

C R E A T E  A  H A N D C R A F T E D

C R A F T S M A N  S T Y L E .


